












and antelope habitat. Its residents 
would commute to the closest job 
centers 30 to 60 miles away, choking 
the entire region with more traffic 
and smog, and their homes would be 
vulnerable to catastrophic wildfires.  

Tejon Mountain Village, a super-
luxury resort development of 37,000 
acres in the ranch’s wild and rugged 
interior, would slice the heart out of 
habitat essential for the California 
condor and disrupt critical wildlife 
linkages between Northern, Southern, 
eastern, and western California.  

The deal calls for the creation 
of a conservancy that will own and 
manage conservation easements on up 
to 178,000 acres of the ranch. Sounds 
good—but the math doesn’t add up. 
The easements will only transfer to the 
conservancy if and when the current 
development proposals are approved.  
Regardless, Tejon will still own and 
control the land and current ranch 
activities in the conservancy area, 
including continued mining, oil and gas 

drilling, ranching, and agriculture. Of 
the “protected” acres, 33,000 acres 
occur within the proposed developments 
themselves. Long-term funding for the 
conservancy will depend on the future 
sale of houses.

Most damaging to the calculus of 
the deal is that roughly 140,000 acres 
of the ranch are physically impossible to 
develop—being too steep, too deep, and 
too rugged, as Tejon’s CEO himself has 
publicly admitted. In other words, the 
only real sacrifice here is the sacrifice 
of valuable wilderness and habitat; the 
developer loses nothing in relinquishing 
lands it would never have developed 
anyway.

The deal has its bright spots: the 
possible creation of a new state park 
and a 10,000-acre easement to put 
the Pacific Crest Trail in its rightful 
place along the crest of the Tehachapi 
Mountains. The size and location of the 
new park have yet to be determined, 
but it’s a step in the right direction. 
Unfortunately, it’s also predicated 

on the purchase of six development 
parcels totaling 62,000 acres and 
the establishment of the conservation 
easements that are themselves 
dependent upon approval of Tejon’s 
development plans.  

The conservation measures for the 
rest of the ranch are clearly insufficient 
taken along with the bitter pill of 
allowing development to go forward 
uncontested. Indeed, what some 
mistake for a historic “conservation 
deal” seriously threatens condors, 
connectivity, and true conservation. 

 The Center will continue to 
vigorously participate in the public 
review process, challenging Tejon’s 
development plans, and to advocate for 
acquisition of the entire ranch to ensure 
protection and preservation of this 
quintessential California landscape for 
generations to come.

For more information, see our Web site 
at www.savetejonranch.com.
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